




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Description of Proposed Usa:

The proposal is a Habikat Rehebilitation and Enhapcement project
authorized by the Water Resource Davulopmant Act af 1586 (Fub, L.
$5-652). The purpose of the project will be To rastore the Rice
Lake unit wetlands by ¢the addicion of weter control structuras,
reforestation of a 40 acxe agricultural fields To bettonlend
forest communiCies, and berm constwuction £o prevent drainsge of &
70-acre perched wetland.

More details of the project, imcluding maps and engineering
dravings, ate contwined ino che draft raeport entitled, “Upper
Mississippli River System Envirommentsl Mapagement Progran Definite
Projeet Report With Integrated Envirommentsl Assessment (SE-18)
Eice Lake Hsbicat snd Pehabilitaticn sad Erhaccement Preject,
Mimmesota River, Scott County, Mimmsssts,” prepared by the St.
Paul Distrier, Corps of Engineers.

Anricipated Impacts on Reluge Purpose:

Pice Lake is & shallow Fleodplain lake logated on the Tight bank
of tha Minnesots River approxivately 16.7 miles gbeve the
confluance of the Mirmesota amd Hississippl Rivers. Rice Lake
15ee within the Hinnasota Valley Nationsl Wildlife Refuge. The
lake covars abour 170 aczres, and ranges in depth f£rom 18 imches to
3 feet during most growlng seasons. Rice Laks primsrily provides
hsbitat for wlgratory waterfowl, other migrazery birds, and
aguaric furbearers.

Fice Laks ean experiencs highly varisble warer levels from year to
year, much of which is the xesult of high water events on the
Mirmescts River. During years of high water, the water in Rice
Lake is too deep for the grovth aquatic vegetationm, especially
emergent vegetation. During years of low water, emcrgent
vegetation chokes the lake, reducling babitat value for waverfowl
and other wildlife. There is mo capzbility at this tlae for the
Refuge to msnage water levels in Rice Lake to lmprove this
sivuation,

The outlet chamnel and surlet contrels on Rice Lake In this
project will provids water level panagement capabilivy oo thils
170-acre shallow leke, This sould provide ths Refuge with the
capsbiliry to mamsge water levels to optimiza the growth of
aquatic vegetation for the benafit of migravery birds. It is
ecstimated thst without this management capability, optimal
conditions for equatic vegetation eceur approximately 3 ogut af 10
years. Witk the preject, it ie estimated that optimm conditions
can be provided 3 out of 4 years.

1n addftion, to weter control of Rice lake this project vill be
replanting a recently purchaged 40-zcre agricultural field

sdjacent to Rice Lake into 2 bottomland ferest community. The
planeing plan-will accelerate the reforestation of the 40-acre




farm field, Also, the planting plan is dexigned to promote
roforestation with the diversity of species found in the natural
bottomland forest cosmunity in the Kinmaseta Rivex floodplain,

A short distance below Rice lake is a2 70 acre emergent marsh that
13 a perched wetland, maintained by a patural river levea.

Erosion from lnterivr drainage bhas creared a breach in the patural
levee, which if lefc unchecked, would Tesult in drainage and a
reduction in size of this werland. The Reiuge has constructed a
temporary berm on the inside of the pstural levee s stop The
drainage of this wetlamd. This projest will construet 2 peImanent
berm with ovarflow spillway. - :

The berm and overflow spillway fasture will prevent the drainaga
of this 70-acre perched vetland vlia braaching ef tha natural river
Jevee. Preservation of this warland will allov this wetland to
continue to provide habitat for wetland depaendent wildalife such as
waterfowl, furbearers, wading birds, emd marsh birds. In
saddirion, the wetland would also continmue to provide other wetland
functional values such as floodwater ratantion and weTer
filrraztion,

Jocreification:

This proposed project works toward the accemplizhment af the
stated objecrives of the refuge cutlined in the approved Ninnesota
Vzlley National Wildlife Refuge Master Plan and final
Ernvironmental Igpact Statement.

The Rice Lske habitat rehabilitation and enhancement project
provides the oppornmity to maintain sud imprave babitat for
migratery birds, aguatic mammals and other forms of wildlife
indipencus to the lower Mimmesoty River valley. Lack of wager
control fasilicties limits the.sbility to mamege water levels in
Rice Lake for the bemefit of migratory birds and aquatic masasls.
A zocently purchased tract of agrisultuzsl land offers the
opportunity for enhancement of wildlife hsbirat through plarmed
reforestation. The breaching of the patural levee slong a peortion
of the Minnesota River thrsatens cthe long-Term sugvival of & 70-
acre perched watland.

Providing the capability to both draw down Bice lake and impound
water in the lake will ipcrease the mmber of years Refuge
Manxgers will be zble to optimize water ievels for habitat
purpnses frow a currant 15 out of 50 years {30 percent) to 38 ouc
of 50 years (75 percemt}. Planting tress on the agricultural land
will provide wildlife habitat benefits both by accelerating the
ruce of reforestarion snd by premoting reforestation with the
diversity of spscles found in naturally eccurring bottomland
forests in this area. The construction of a berm behind the
ereding netural levee will prevenc the drainage of the 70-acre
perched wetland, preserving its wildlife hebitet apnd othar
functional wetland values.




Patermination:

The proposed use Is )( 1s not ____ compatible with the purposes for which
the refuge was 'utnbushed

Determined by:' ZM 2 gM Dace: f/ Bc;ﬁs"

Richard D, Schultz, Rafuga -Mamager

Reviewed by: ﬁat;: / / %’/ / qs-

iﬁift Min%
Concurred by: . pate: !//3/{/?6‘_

stant: Baginu.y Dicyytor

&R 1 KBTI e




DRAFT
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
AND
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
FOR
ENHANCING FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES
OF THE
UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER SYSTEM
AT
RICE LAKE
SCOTT COUNTY, MINNESOTA

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this memorandum of agreement (MOA) is to establish
the relationships, arrangements, and general procedures under which the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Department of the Army (DOA) will
operate in constructing, operating, maintaining, repairing, and rehabilitating
the Rice Lake separable element of the Upper Mississippi River System -
Environmental Management Program (UMRS-EMP).

II.  BACKGROUND

Section 1103 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, Public
Law 99-662, authorizes construction of measures for the purpose of enhancing
fish and wildlife resources in the Upper Mississippi River System. The
project area is managed by the USFWS and is on land managed as a national
wildlife refuge. Under conditions of Section 906(e) of the Water Resources
Development Act of 1986, Public Law 99-662, all construction costs of those
fish and wildlife features for the Rice Lake project are 100 percent Federal,
and pursuant to Section 107(b) of the Water Resources Development Act of 1992,
Public Law 102-580, all costs of operation and maintenance for the Rice Lake
project are 100 percent Federal.




IIT. GENERAL SCOPE

The project to be accomplished pursuant to this MOA shall consist
of rehabilitating and improving the fish and wildlife habitat at Rice Lake on
the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. This would involve excavation
of a channel in and adjacent to Rice Lake to permit the drawdown of Rice lLake
for habitat management; the installation of a culvert with stop log controls
to permit regulation of Rice Lake water levels for habitat management; tree
plantings to promote revegetation of a former agricultural field; and the
construction of a low berm with an overflow spillway to prevent drainage of a
wetland adjacent to Eagle Creek.

IV.  RESPONSIBILITIES
A. DOA is responsible for:

1. Construction: Construction of the project which consists of
excavating a 1,730 feet channel in and adjacent to Rice Lake; installation of
a 42-inch CMP with a stop log control structure through old County Road 18;
placing an earthen plug in the natural ocutlet of Rice Lake; planting
approximately 24,000 trees; and constructing a Tow berm with a rock Tined
overflow spiliway between a 70-acre wetland and the Minnesota River.

2. Major Rehabilitation: The Federal share of any mutually agreed
upon rehabilitation of the project that exceeds the annual operation and
maintenance requirements identified in the Definite Project Report and that is
needed as a result of specific storm or flood events.

3. Construction Management: Subject to and using funds appropriated
by the Congress of the United States, and in accordance with Section 906(e) of
the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, Public Law 99-662, DOA will
construct the Rice Lake project as described in the Definite Project
Report/Environmental Assessment, Rice Lake Habitat Rehabilitation and
Enhancement Project, dated July 1995, applying those procedures usually
followed or applied in Federal projects, pursuant to Federal laws,
regulations, and poiicies. The USFWS will be afforded the opportunity to
review and comment on all modifications and change orders prior to the




jssuance to the contractor of a Notice to Proceed. If DOA encounters
potential delays related to construction of the project, DOA will promptly
notify USFWS of such delays.

4. Maintenance of Records. The DOA will keep books, records,
documents, and other evidence pertaining to costs and expenses incurred in
connection with construction of the project to the extent and in such detail
as will properly reflect total costs. The DOA shall maintain such books,
records, documents, and other evidence for a minimum of three years after
completion of construction of the project and resolution of all relevant
claims arising therefrom, and shall make available at its offices, at
reasonable times, such books, records, documents, and other evidence for
inspection and audit by authorized representatives of the USFWS.

B. USFWS is responsible for operation, maintenance, and repair: Upon
completion of construction as determined by the District Engineer, St. Paul,
the USFWS shall accept the project and shall operate, maintain, and repair the
project as defined in the Definite Project Report/Environmental Assessment
entitled "Rice Lake Habitat Rehabilitation and Enhancement Project," dated
July 1995, in accordance with Section 107(b) of the Water Resources
Development Act of 1992, Public Law 102-580.

v. MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION

This MOA may be modified or terminated at any time by mutual agreement
of the parties. Any such modification or termination must be in writing.
Unless otherwise modified or terminated, this MOA shall remain in effect for a
period of no more than 50 years after initiation of construction of the
project.




VI.  REPRESENTATIVES

The foliowing individuals or their designated representatives shall have
authority to act under this MOA for their respective parties.

USFWS: Regional Director
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building
1 Federal Drive '
Fort Snelling, Minnesota 55111-4056

DOA: District Engineer
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District
Army Corps of Engineers Centre
190 Fifth Street East
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1638

VII. EFFECTIVE DATE OF MOA

This MOA shall become effective when signed by the appropriate
representatives of both parties.

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

BY: BY:
(signature) (signature)
JAMES T. SCOTT WILLIAM F. HARTHWIG
Colonel, Corps of Engineers Regional Director
St. Paul District U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
DATE: DATE:
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The draft Definite Project Report/Environmental Assessment and/or
Public Notice was sent to the following agencies, interests, and
individuals:

Congressional
Sen. Paul Wellstone

Sen. Rod Grams
Rep. James Ramstad

Federal

Environmental Protection Agency (Chicago)

Department of Transportation (Chicago, Des Plaines)
U.S. Coast Guard (St. Louis) '
U.S. Geological Survey (Twin Cities)

National Park Service (Omaha)

Soil Conservation Service (St. Paul)

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Wash DC)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - (S. Marler, C. Gibbons, L. Lewis,
J. Dobrovolny, R. Schultz, T. Schreiner, K. Beseke)
National Biological Service (Onalaksa)

g8tate of Minnesota

Department of Natural Resources (R. Sandc, S. Johnson, T. Balcom,
P. Lynch, B. Lueth)

Pollution Control Agency

Department of Administration

Department of Transportation

Department of Agriculture

Department of Health and Human Services

State Historic Preservation Office

Department of Energy, Economics, and Development
State Planning Agency

Water and Soil Resources Board

State of Wisconsin

Department of Natural Resources (T. Moe, J. Janvrin)
State of Towa

Department of Natural Resources (K. Szcodronski)
Local

Scott County Commissioners

city of Savage (M. McNeil)

City of Bloomington (G. Ingraham)

City of Shakopee (L. Ekola)
Lower Minnesota Valley Watershed District (L. Samstad)




Other Interests

Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary Area Commission (Hudson)
Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee (Rock Island)
Sierra Club (Minneapolis, Madison)

Izaak Walton League (Minneapolis)

Upper Mississippi River Basin Association (St. Paul)
Nature Conservancy

Minneapolis Star Tribune

St. Paul Pioneer Press

Savage Public Library

Bloomington Public Library

Shakopee Public Library




United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building
1 Federal Drive
Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS /ARW-SS

JUN 20 199k

Colonel James T. Scott

District Engineer

Saint Paul Distriet, US Army Corps of Engineers
Army Corps of Engineers Centre

190 Fifth Street .East

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101-1638

Dear Golonel Scott:

This letter is our statement of support for the Rice Lake Habitat Rehabilitation
and Enhancement Project on the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge as
described in the Draft Definite Project Report/Environmental Assessment (SP-18)
dated April 1995.

The selected alternative contains three components to improve and protect
wildlife habitat: construct a water level management facility in Rice Lake,
restore floodplain forest, and prevent drainage of an emergent marsh. The
environmental assessment presents the no action alternative and action
alternatives, and describes existing conditions and probable future under the
no action alternative as well as the likely environmental consequences of the
preferred alternative. Enclosed is our signed Finding of No Significant Impact
for the project.

The Agreement for Operation, Maintenance, and Rehabilitation will be signed

.upon receipt of the final version of that document. We look forward teo

continued progress on this project.

Sincerely,

Acting Regiondl Director
Enclosure: FONSI




FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

For the reasons presented below and based on an evaluation of the
information contained in the supporting references, I have
determined that the Rice Lake Habitat Rehabilitation and
Enhancement Project, part of the Environmental Management
Program, is not a major Federal action that would significantly
affect the quality of the human environment within the meaning of
Section 102(2) (c) of the National Environmental Policy Act of
196%. An Environmental Impact Statement willi, accordingly, not
be prepared.

Reasons

The project involves improving and protecting wildlife habitat by
constructing water level management facility in Rice Lake
adjacent to the Minnesota River, restoring floodplain forest,
preventing drainage of a 70-acre emergent marsh. The project has
no significant environmental impacts. It protects floodplain
wetlands, does not adversely affect floodplain values, will not
affect threatened or endangered species, and will not affect
historical properties.

Supporting References

1. Environmental Assessment (Rice Lake Habitat Rehabilitation
and Enhancement Project Definite Project Report/ Environmental
Assessment SP-18)

2. Compatibility Determination

SVWA e [0 a5

> Regional Director Date




United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAIL PARK SERVICE
Midwest Region
1708 Jackson Street
IN REPLYREFER TO: Omaha, Nebraska 681022571

17619 (MWR-PQ)
MN 1775
MAY 2 4 1905

Colonel James T. Scott

Corps of Engineers

st. Paul District

ATTENTION: CENCS-PE-M

190 Fifth Street East

§t. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1638 -

Dear Colonel Scott:
Thank you for providing the draft Definite Project Report/Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the Rice Lake Habitat Rehabilitation and Enhancement Project,

Scott County, Minnesota, for our review. The EA considers alternatives for
enhancing the wetland and floodplain habitat of Rice Lake.

We have the following comments:

Nationwide Rivers Inventory

Rice Lake is a floodplain lake located on the right bank of the Minnesota River.
This segment of the Minnesota River is on the Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI}.
The NRI includes rivers selected on the basis of the degree to which they are
free-flowing, the degree to which the rivers and their corridors are undeveloped,
and the outstanding natural and cultural characteristics of the rivers and their
immediate environments. The purposes of the inventory are several, including the
identification of rivers which could round out the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System. The Minnesota River was included in the inventory because of its
outstanding scenic, recreational, wildlife and historic values,

In the President’s Bugust 2, 1979, environmental message, Federal -Agencies were
directed to take care, as part of their normal planning and environmental review
process, to avoid or mitigate adverse effects on rivers identified in the NRI.
Therefore, the proposed project should be planned so as to avoid or minimize
adverse impacts to the values of the Minnesota River.

In general, we believe the proposed project will enhance the values for which the
Minnesota River was included on the NRI. However, we do have some concerns about
the alternatives under consideration for repairing the breached natural levee
adjacent to the river, which, if left unchecked, will drain a perched wetland.
We support selection of the altermative which would construct a berm on the
inside of the natural levee. The berm should be constructed so as to replicate
the natural levee to the greatest extent practicable. We are not in favor of the
alternative that would stabilize the riverbank and natural levee through the use
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of riprap, as riprap would detract from the free-flowing quality and scenic value
of the Minnesota River.

Land and Water Conservation Fund Sites

The proposed project may impact the "Minnesota Valley Trail," a recreation
resource developed and acquired with monies from the Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF) program. The "Minnesota Valley Trail" is sponsored by the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources {MNDNR) and was developed and acquired under
project numbers 27-00322, 27-00717, and 27-00744. The portion that may be
impacted by the proposed project is located on the south and southwest side of
Rice Lake. A total of 3,341 acres were acquired through project numbers 27-00322
and 27-00744. Recreational facilities include campgrounds, picnic areas, sports
and playfields, fishing and boating facilities, trails, and support facilities.

A significant decline may occur to the Minnesota Valley Trail if any portion of
the proposed enhancement project blocks or interferes with the site’s present
recreational use., If a significant change of use is determined to have occurred,
the site could be declared converted requiring the MNDNR to provide appropriate

replacement.

The Corps of Engineers should contact the State Liaison Officer noted below to
determine whether the proposed project conflicts with Section 6(£)(3) of the LWCF
Act (Public Law 88-578, as amended). Section 6{f)(3) of the LWCF Act states:

"No property acquired or developed with assistance under this
section shall, without the approval of the Secretary {of the
Interior), be converted to other than public outdoor recreation
uges."”

The State Liaison Officer for the State of Minnesota is:

Mr. Dennis W. Asmussen

Director, Trails and Waterways Unit
Department of Natural Resources

500 Lafayette Road

Box 51

8t. Paul, Minnesota 55155-4052

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments. If you have éhy guestions,
please contact Ms. Jill Medland of my staff at 402-221-3481.

Sincerely,

Y
C'ﬁﬁ@t'\.- ///. Qi/,._u ﬁ ‘Zg}-i/,?
Alan M. Hutchings i

Acting Associate Regional Director
Planning and Resource Preservation



CCt

Mr. Dennis W. Asmussen

Director, Trails and Waterways Unit
Department of Matural Resources

500 Lafayette Road

Box 51

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-4052
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United States Soil FCS BLDG., SUITE 600
Department ot Conservation 375 JACKSON STREET
Agriculture Service ST. PAUL, MN 55101

May 3, 1995

IN REPLY
REFER TO: Rice Lake Habitat Rehabilitation and Enhancement Project, Scott
County, Minnesota.

District Engineer

St. Paul District
Corps of Engineers
ATTN: CENCS~PE-M

190 Fifth Street East
St. Paul, MN 55151-1638

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has reviewed the appropriate
sections (wetlands and threatened and endangered species) for the above
mentioned proposed project. The project sponsors are not USDA program benefit
recipients, thus, the wetland conservation provisions of the 1985 Food
Security Act, as amended are not applicable., It should be noted, however,
that actions by a non-USDA participant third party (project sponsor) which
impact wetlands owned or operated by USDA participants, may jecpardize the
owner/operators USDA eligibility. If such impacts are anticipated, the
owner/operator should contact the county Consolidated Farm Service Agency
(CFSA) office to apply for a third party exemption.

Neither NRCS technical nor financial assistance is being provided in support
of this project, thus, specific NRCS environmental policies are not
applicable,

The following agencies may have federal or state wetlands, cultural resources,
water quality or threatened and endangered species jurisdiction in the
proposed project, and should be consulted.

Army Corps of Engineers

US Fish and Wildlife Service

Beard of Water and Soil Resources

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

State Historic Preservation Officer/State Archaeclogist

The United Stales Department of Agricultura (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, naaiongi origin, sex, religion, ags,
disabllity, politcal bellefs and marital or familtel status. (Not all prohibited bases apply 1o all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotaps, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications at {202)720-6881
{voice) o {202)720-7808 (TDD). To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agricutture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or call
(202)720-7327 {voice) or (202)690-1538 (TDD). USDA Is an equal employment opportunity employer,

SCE-AS-1 (10-79)




If through these impacts you are purchasing new or acquiring additional lands
and if any federal monies are involved, it is a regquirement that a Farmland
Policy Protection Act (FPPA} site assessment be appropriately filed. These
site assessments are, conducted by NRCS personnel to review the project for
possible effects on unique, prime or statewide important farmland. Contact

r local NRCS office for more information.
A/ ) Z
2 // tedd el , {e 7

WILLIAM HUNT
Sfate Conservationist
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> state oOf
NNESQTA
\ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

500 LAFAYETTE ROAD + ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA * 551554040

DNR INFORMATION
(612) 2966157

June 27, 1995

James T. Scott

Colonel, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
District Engineer

190 Fifth Street East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

Attention: CENCS-PE-M

Re:  Draft Definite Project Repor/Environmental Assessment for the Rice Lake
Habitat Rehabilitation and Enhancement Project; Scott County, Minnesota

Dear Colonel Scott;

‘The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has reviewed the draft Definitc
Project Report/Environmental Assessment for the Rice Lake Habitat Rehabilitation and
Enhancement Project in Scott County. We offer the floowing comments for you

considcration.

Early this spring several DNR staff were given a {ield review of this project by Refuge
managers. We had expressed concerns afler reviewing an earlier document which
outlined the project's purpose and nced. The field review and associated discussions
addressed our concerns. The DNR feels the present document desctibes the project better
than the previous draft. We have no concerns or comments at this time and wish you

success with this project.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project report/environmental assessment. Jf
you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Gail Fox from my staff at

(612) 296-0731,

Sincerely,

W%EZM?

Thomas W. Balcom, Supervisot
Natural Resources Planning and Review Services

o Steve Johnson Conrad Christianson
Steve Colvin Scot Johnson
Ly Lewis - US.F.W. Larry Zdon - PCA
FOX:ER2:COERICEL.doc
950265-01

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

July 7, 1995

Mr. Charles E. Crist

Chief, Management and Evaluation Branch
Engineering and Planning Division

St, Paul District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

190 Fifth Street East

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1638

RE: Rice Lake Habitat Rehabilitation and Enhancement Project
U.S. Army Corps of Engtneers - Draft Definite Project Report/Environmental Assessment
Draft Finding of No Significant Impact
Preliminary Section 404(b)(1) Evaluation.
Scott County, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Crist:

This letter is submitted by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) under authority of
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1251 et seq.) and Minn. Stat. chs. 115 and 116.
The referenced project involves a proposal to excavate a channel in Rice Lake, install a culvert
control structure, implement a reforestation project and stabilizing a portion of the Minnesota
River bank by reconstructing the man made berm and constructing an overflow spiliway. The
project is located on the right descending bank of the Minnesota River, approximately 17 river
miles above its confluence with the Mississippi River.

The MPCA will waive certification of the project since the project's individual and cumulative
impacts do not appear to be significant as defined by present water quality standards provided the
following conditions are complied with:

1. An erosion control plan should be specifically designed and incorporated onto the proposed
project at the excavation site and the disposal area that at a minimum will prevent sediment
runoff by: 1)keeping exposed soil to a minimum; 2} using sediment barriers such as straw
bales and fabric barriers/silt curtains in any drainage channels or outlets; 3) mulching and
seeding appropriate areas after construction.

2. No wetlands will be drained or filled as part of the project effort.

520 Lafayette Rd.; St. Paul, MN 55155-4194; (612) 296-6300; Regional Offices: Duluth « Brainerd « Detroit Lakes « Marshall » Rochester

Ecual Oonortunity Emplover » Printed on Recvcled Paper




July 7, 1995
Mr. Charles E. Crist

Page 2

The project impacts should be minimized in accordance with the requirements of Section
404(b)(1) guidelines. This action does not exempt the applicant from the responsibility of
complying with all applicable local, state and federal requirements, nor does it grant any right to

violate personal or property rights.

If you have any questions on this, please call Lawrence S. Zdon at (612) 297-8219.

Sincerely,

John N, Holck, Manager
Nonpoint Source Compliance Section

Water Quality Division
INH:jmg

cc: Mr. Charles Orzehoskie, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Chicago
Ms. Lynn Lewis, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mr. Kent Lokkesmoe, Director, Division of Waters, MDNR
Mr. Steve Colvin, Ecological Services, Environmental Review, MDNR





